
The History of Art through Cambridge Collections 
 
Cambridge is home to some of the best art collections in the world, with works illustrating 
the history of Western art and culture from ancient times to the present day. In this course 
we will survey the history of art, drawing on the rich resources on our doorstep. Beginning 
with an introduction to art and architecture in Cambridge, we will travel through time, 
taking in the rich collection of medieval manuscripts at the Parker Library, Corpus Christi 
College, the politically-charged brilliance of King’s College Chapel. We will view Renaissance, 
Baroque and Impressionist works at the Fitzwilliam Museum, and consider the directions 
that art has taken in Cambridge during the 20th century, looking particularly at 
contemporary College art collections. 
 
1: Art and Architecture in Cambridge Collections: The World on the Doorstep 
2: Medieval Manuscripts at the Parker Library, Corpus Christi College 
3: Stone, Glass and Wood at King's College Chapel 
4: Renaissance to Revolution at The Fitzwilliam Museum 

5: Twentieth Century Collections in Cambridge 

 

NB: The order of collection visits is subject to change, depending on availability. 
 
 

Dr Christina Faraday is a historian of art and ideas, specialising in the Tudor period. She is a 
Research Fellow at Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge, and a BBC New Generation 
Thinker. In 2022 she was elected as a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society. Her first book, 
Tudor Liveliness: Vivid Art in Post-Reformation England, was published by the Paul Mellon 
Centre and Yale University Press in 2023; her other academic work has been published in 
leading scholarly journals. She is an experienced and engaging teacher, convening courses 
for the University of Cambridge, the Cambridge Institute of Continuing Education, and the 
Wallace Collection in London, and contributes regularly to popular media, including BBC 
Radio 3 and Apollo Magazine. 

 


