To all new students Michaelmas Term 2021

First of all, welcome to Girton College! | have no doubt that, when you come here, you will find it to
be a vibrant, welcoming, and inclusive community where you will very quickly feel at home.

| am the Director of Chapel Music at Girton and, at this time of year, a big part of my job is making
sure that students (Undergraduates and Postgraduates) know that we are on the lookout for new
singers to join our chapel choir for the forthcoming academic year. You can contact me at any time
between now and when you arrive in order to talk about the possibility of your joining us, although
I'd love to hear from you sooner rather than later! Zoom meetings and auditions are entirely
possible if preferred.

Girton choir is now one of the best chapel choirs in Cambridge with a rapidly-growing profile. We
undertake at least one international tour each year, having recently been in Italy and Singapore
(both in 2019), Israel & Palestine (2018), Portugal (2017), Canada (2016), and Hong Kong (2015), and
make weekend visits to major British cathedrals (most recently to Gloucester, Salisbury, and St Paul's
cathedrals). Sadly, our tour to Mexico in 2020 had to be postponed, but we undertook a very
successful and enjoyable domestic tour in July 2021 (photos attached).

In addition to Radio broadcasts (our most recent one being on BBC Radio 4 at Christmas) we have
also made a CD recording each year for the past six years having made two in June 2021 and July
2021 respectively. These are released internationally and have received great critical acclaim; our
2020 release entered the worldwide Classical Charts at no.9 and was nominated for an International
Classical Music Award. You can listen to them here: https://toccataclassics.com/?s=Girton

The choir sings three services per week but the workload is often divided so that each choir member
sings only one or two; the average time commitment will normally be five hours per week. Our usual
timetable is as follows:

Tuesday 20:00-21:25 includes Compline service (Once or twice per term)

Wednesday 17:45-19:00*

Friday 17:45-19:00* includes Vespers service (not every week)

Sunday 16:00-18:30 includes evensong

*depends upon canteen opening hours

There are around twenty-four singers in the choir each year and our social ethos is strong, relaxed,
and friendly. You can find out more about what we do on a week-by-week basis by visiting our pages
on Facebook (The Chapel Choir of Girton College, Cambridge - UK) and Instagram
(girtoncollegechoir), and lots of our recordings can be heard on YouTube, Spotify, iTunes, etc.

If you are interested, please do feel free to contact me at any time (gw377@cam.ac.uk or
notalcambiata@hotmail.com) and do let me know if you are planning to visit Girton at any point
and we can arrange an informal chat about singing in the choir.

I'll look forward to hearing from youl!
Best wishes,

Gareth Wilson,

Director of Chapel Music,
Girton College,
Cambridge
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