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Visitor: 	 The Rt Hon Baroness Hale of Richmond, DBE, Hon FBA, Hon LLD, MA
Mistress: 	� Professor Susan J Smith, FBA, FRSE, AcSS, BA, MA, DPhil (Oxon)

Fellows and Officers of the College, 
October 2010
Honorary Fellows
Professor M Burbidge, BSc, PhD 

(London), FRS
Dr M F Lyon, ScD, FRS
Sir Geoffrey Chandler, KT, CBE, MA
Dr Marjorie McCallum Chibnall, 

OBE, Hon LittD, MA, DPhil, FSA, 
FBA

Mrs Anita Desai, BA (Delhi), FRSL
Baroness Platt of Writtle, CBE, DL, 

Hon LLD, MA, FREng
Dr B A Askonas, PhD, FRS
The Rt Hon Lord Mackay of 

Clashfern, PC, Hon LLD, FRSE
Professor A Teichova, PhD (Prague), 

Dr hon c (Uppsala), FRHS
HM Queen Margrethe II of 

Denmark, Hon LLD
Miss E Llewellyn-Smith, CB, MA
Professor Dame Margaret Turner-

Warwick, DBE, DM (Oxon), PhD, 
FRCP

Dame Bridget Ogilvie, DBE, ScD, 
FIBiol, FRCPath

Professor Dame Gillian Beer, DBE, 
FBA, MA, LittD, BLitt (Oxon)

The Rt Revd David Conner, MA
Professor Douglass North, BA, PhD 

(Berkeley)
The Rt Hon Lady Justice Arden, PC, 

DBE, MA, LLM
Baroness Perry of Southwark, MA
Judge Rosalyn Higgins, DBE, FBA, 

QC, Hon LLD, MA, LLB

Dame Ann Bowtell, DCB, BA
Professor Dusa McDuff, PhD,  

FRS
The Rt Hon Baroness Hollis of 

Heigham, PC, DL, MA, DPhil (Oxon)
Baroness James of Holland Park, 

OBE
Viscountess Runciman of Doxford, 

DBE, BA
The Rt Hon Baroness Symons of 

Vernham Dean, PC, MA
Lady English, MA, MB, BChir, MRCP, 

FRCPsych
Ms J Rachel Lomax, MA, MSc (London)
Dr Margaret H Bent, FBA, FSA, 

FRHistS, MA, MusB, PhD, Hon DMus 
(Glasgow), Hon DFA (Notre Dame)

Dame Elizabeth L A Forgan, DBE, 
OBE, BA (Oxon)

Barbara Bodichon Foundation 
Fellows

Mrs Barbara Wrigley, MA
Mrs Sally Alderson, MA
Mrs Margaret Llewellyn, OBE, MA                                        
Mrs Veronica Wootten, MA, MBE
Mrs Celia Skinner, MA
Miss C Anne Wilson, MA, ALA
Dr Margaret E Barton, MA, MD, 

FRCP(Edin), FRSM
Dr Margaret A Branthwaite, BA, 

MD, FFARCS, FRCP
Dr Ruth Whaley BA, MA, PhD 

(Harvard)
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Tripos paper but didn’t capture my attention sufficiently to devote my time exclusively to 
comparisons of David and Joachim, two famous violinists of the period.

Instead the extraordinary environment of College and University simply bombarded 
me with chances to meet and talk to scholars and students and to open up my ways 
of thinking about music, its role in society, and in particular the relationship between 
composer, performer and audience. I was fortunate enough to join a postgraduate seminar 
group at CRASSH, courtesy of Girton’s Professor Born, and the reading lists alone have 
stimulated thousands of words on my computer, certainly unpublishable, but generating 
a revitalised approach to rehearsing and working with other musicians. Alongside the 
scholarly themes that have come up time and time again Cambridge, has provided the 
environment in which to put them into practice. Fortunate enough to be a performing 
musician and to have been asked to do some teaching at the Music Faculty, I have been 
able to generate many practical ‘experiments’ with willing and highly talented students. I 
admit that keeping up with research necessary to help them has been a challenge, but has 
taken me into other areas of musicology I hadn’t expected to encounter. 

Another world of performing also opened up. Teaching can take many forms, but 
in music, actually playing and performing with students has been another revelation. 
With my newly forming methods of rehearsing, investigating many possible solutions to 
questions of interpretation based on looking at music as a language with opportunities 
to inflect meaning, rather than to impose prescriptive instructions, has been fascinating, 
creatively rewarding and produced some really invigorating performances. In particular 
I would like to highlight three at Girton itself: the Bach/Schubert College concert in 
March, my first outing on the violin outside the Collegium during my six months, 
which cemented some strong musical relationships that are by no means over. The 
Monteverdi Vespers was a Cambridge triumph (I would still like to thank those present 
at the wonderful education event for school children for not laughing at my new text for 
the Vespers) and a special musical treat to be on stage with Jeremy West again. The May 
Week concert had moments of profound musical listening on the part of performers and 
audience alike that will remain with me for a long time to come.

When asked to write for the Review it was as a Visiting Fellow, and as I write I see 
that I can’t possibly do justice and adequately describe the wealth of experience of being 
at Girton this year. I have been asked on many occasions what I have done in these 
six months; the new books on my book case, piles of articles from journals, concert 
programmes, diary and emails would give an idea of the ‘what’ but wouldn’t, perhaps, 
give the real picture. These months have changed my life, giving it a new direction, 
impulses and impetus to pursue performing in different ways and with new people. I 
had no inkling of the impact this time would have on me and as I look forward to the 
next years, now as a Bye-Fellow of Girton and Director of Performance Studies at the 
Music Faculty I can only say yet again that I am immensely grateful for the generosity 
and foresight of Girton and Mary Amelia Cummins Harvey. 

Maggie Faultlesss
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her single-mindedness made her intolerant of those who disagreed with her: they were 
enemies who had to be defeated, even if they were her own children. Five of her six sons 
predeceased her, and she had been on speaking terms with scarcely any of them, either 
because she disapproved of their wives, or their lifestyles, or their politics. Similarly, 
her marriage broke down in part because her husband chose what was in her view the 
wrong side when the Liberal Party split in 1886 over the question of giving home rule to 
Ireland. Her obituarist in The Times wrote that a woman in her position ‘would usually 
have tried, by some sacrifice of principle, or at least some change of activity, to soften the 
difference between herself and her husband. But that was not her way. Public causes were 
to her a religion; and she would face, and impose, any ordeal rather than compromise 
what she regarded as a sacred duty.’4

After the disappointments her sons 
had given her, she increasingly pinned 
her hopes for the future on her daughter 
Dorothy. But how best to prepare a 
woman for a life of good works, a life of 
struggle against the forces of reaction? 
Obviously, she sent her to Girton to 
study history.

These days the radical Countess of 
Carlisle is little remembered, indeed 
the process of forgetting started before 
she was even in the ground, because in 
a bizarre fit of absent-mindedness her 
son Geoffrey, on his way to her funeral, 
somehow managed to leave her body 
on the train.5 But she deserves to be 
remembered, and it is my privilege today 
to remember her contribution to the cause of women’s education, and to the College’s aims 
of promoting learning and research. The Carlisle scholarships have enabled generations 
of undergraduates to pursue their degrees, and generations of graduate students have 
pushed back the frontiers of knowledge with the assistance of Lady Carlisle’s generosity. 
For example, Muriel Bradbrook, a former Mistress of the College and the first female 
professor in the English Faculty, began her pioneering research on Elizabethan theatre 
as a Carlisle scholar. Among the current Fellows of the College both John Davies and I 
have benefited from the opportunities presented by the Carlisle Research Fellowship, and 
the value of that fellowship to my own career path cannot be overstated. A PhD thesis is 
necessarily a narrowly focused piece of work: but a research fellowship is an opportunity, 
indeed an invitation, to attempt something much more ambitious. To have three years 
for research without the burdens of teaching gives ideas time to mature; it gives one 
time to look beyond one’s own disciplinary horizons to explore ideas from scholars 
working in different fields; it gives one time to try out new ideas; and it gives one time 
to undertake new research projects that would never have been possible otherwise. For 

Dorothy Howard painted by George Howard, 9th Earl
co

lle
ge

 p
ict

ur
e c

ol
lec

tio
n









The College 2010

25 

The farm plan was to maximise the number of income streams for robustness –  turning 
it into an ‘open’ farm, shortening the supply chain to capture maximum added value, 
and to reduce input costs – and I realise now how much of this I owe to my economics 
tutor Jack Revell. The plan was to breed only native breeds of sheep, cattle and pigs, and 
to woo my ‘market’ through the gates to enjoy both looking at the breeding livestock and 
purchasing the finished product. The Soil Association approach, most easily described as 
‘farming without chemicals’, is in fact sound forward business planning, and the advice 
and education I received from Soil Association advisers was invaluable in developing a 
strong business. 

So the gates were opened from spring lambing onwards for visitors, schools and 
colleges, exhibiting a wide range of breeding groups of native breeds of sheep, cattle and 
pigs along with some poultry, ponies and goats, and celebrating the resultant landscape 
and environment. With a shop, resident butcher and café open for half the year, the 
farm was able to deliver a better living and offer more employment than if it had been 
under conventional management. We sold everything from souvenirs and ice creams to 
livestock, meat, vegetables, organic grain and advice for new breeders. A wide variety of 
breeds, from small brown Soay sheep from St Kilda to the white-fleeced Exmoor, and 
from horned Gloucester cattle to my favourite Red Poll (now gracing and grazing many 
of the open spaces within Cambridge), meant plenty of interest from breeders – but was 
also supplemented by what we came to call the ‘oohs and aahs’ from the reactions they 
elicited: ponies, goats and poultry, along of course with piglets and very young lambs.

On top of lambing and calving, shearing, foot trimming and halter training, other 
skills were needed such as book-keeping, management, health and safety and the 
interpretation and completion of Defra’s notorious forms. The inappropriateness of 
these was sharply brought to my attention when the first new land-use forms were to 
be handed in. At the desk I took my place alongside a man who had arrived in a Range 
Rover and was clearly a well established farmer. The assistant asked him why his form 
was empty, and he admitted that he simply couldn’t complete it. I have been to many 
farm sales where buyers hand their cheque books over to the sale secretary to be filled in. 

A guided tour on Catherine’s farm – this one for Fight for Sight
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originally offered me the scope to work outside, close to the land, as well as revealing a 
host of questions about the very basis of what and who we are. My undergarduate work 
at Girton fuelled my curiosity about the past, while studying anthropology as part of 
archaeology opened my eyes. It fed my imagination in a way that couldn’t have been 
achieved anywhere else. 

I became very interested in aspects of landscape archaeology, and the reflexive 
relationship that exists between us and our environment. Although we shape the 
landscape, we are changed by it – it forms part of who we are. In this way, I became aware 
that our stories and lives are written in the landscape – snippets of people immersed in 
subtle elements of the landscape: marks on rock, lines made from walking, the changing 
tones of grasses, the sculpted shapes of hillsides. We exist amongst it all, often unaware 
of the longevity that has formed the places that create our own life stories. 

During my time studying in the Department of Archaeology, I met some immensely 
inspiring people, who shaped my understanding of the world. They made me aware of 
the various ways in which we can approach landscape – the soils that form it, our own 
perceptions of it, the scope for reading it. The enthusiasm of those people drove me to 
discover my own relationship with the landscape. After my degree, I moved to Italy 
to work for the British School at Rome as an archaeological research assistant. My job 
involved a great deal of survey work in remote fields in unlikely locations. Hours spent 
walking every inch of fields led to an extraordinary bond with the landscape around me, 
and this was heightened by the people we met, and the wealth of strange situations we 
experienced. 

I began to feel that all these observations of the world were building up inside me, 
and what I really wanted to do was to find a way of communicating them to other people 
– to give others the chance to glimpse the world from a new perspective. I became very 
interested in how illustration and visual communication were used within archaeology. 

Although there has been increasing interest in the relationship between archaeology 
and art in recent years, images still tend to be a vastly under-used and under-appreciated 
medium for the communication of complex ideas. Images are often appendages to a 
dominant text, rarely used in their own right. 

Beginning a course in Illustration, it was my aim to produce images that communicated 
all aspects of archaeology – the relationships between people, characters, the humour, 
landscapes, objects, working in the rain – all the things that I love about the subject, 
and which keep us bound to our work. I discovered that it was not only interesting 
to produce the images, but to play with the way in which we can display them, the 
interaction with text, book design etc – the way we read information both from images 
and text. Being part of an illustration department was a huge inspiration – it made me 
realise the potential of images – the endless ways in which we can portray the world 
around us. 

The discovery of printmaking opened up a whole new way of thinking for me. I had 
found the perfect medium – everything I had absorbed about the landscape and the 
archaeology I worked with was able to find a visual grounding. The details in my head 
could be etched onto wood, and the lines and layers of the landscape could be taken 
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Stanley Library and the Mistress’s Office seen from the Porters’ Lodge. Autumn 2009
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PREVIOUS PAGE: The newly built Tower Wing with young planting.

ABOVE: A tennis match being played in Emily Davies Court, probably against 
the great rivals Newnham. Note that on the roof above the old entrance there 
is a small flêche that held the bells for the gable clock. The flêche was later sadly 
removed.

RIGHT: The Stanley Library with the Mistress’s balcony above it. In those days 
the Mistress would have had a clear view of the College gates on a much quieter 
Huntingdon Road. Without the trees her balcony would also have received sun.

BELOW: The inviting joys of the swimming pool on race day. 
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making a substantial capital investment in its buildings. Over the next ten years, we 
hope to dispose of many of our off-site houses and hostels, build a new wing of student 
accommodation on the main College site, and refurbish Wolfson Court. An architectural 
competition for the new building is in progress as I write, and it is expected that by the 
time you read this, an architect will have been appointed to design the new wing. 

�is exciting project will not be entirely self-funding, of course, and we shall be 
launching a fundraising campaign in the near future. We also hope to raise more funds to 
enhance the number of endowed teaching posts in the College. �is will help to protect 
our much-envied supervision system from the effects of government cuts.

I said I would come back to the gifts. �e astonishing thing is the way in which the 
College’s friends and supporters have continued to donate and pledge legacies and gifts 
throughout the last two years. �is is truly uplifting and speaks volumes about Girton 
as a community in the widest possible sense, a community that its members remain 
committed to, and supportive of, throughout their lives. Despite the difficult economic 
environment of the last few years and those still to come, it is clear that Girton is thriving 
and will more than ‘get by with a little help from our friends’.

Debbie Lowther, Bursar

Chapel Report
Chapel life has continued to flourish in a year that has been notable both for its welcomes 
and its farewells. Along with the rest of the College we began the year by welcoming our 
new Mistress and it has been most encouraging for the choir and the chapel community 
to see how much she has engaged with, understood and supported all that we are doing. 
�e year has ended for us though with two farewells. �e first has been to Dana Marsh, 
who has directed chapel music for the last two years. Dana has brought great ability and 
enthusiasm to his role and will be sorely missed, but alas he has been ‘head-hunted’ by 
the Cathedral in Indianapolis who made him an offer he could not reasonably refuse! 
We have also said a kind of farewell to Dr Roland Randall who has been over thirty 
years an absolutely key member of the Chapel community; a preacher, a teacher a wise 
counsel and guide, and a personal friend and mentor to me. Roland officially retires 

�is silk painting, designed for the recent Choir CD, �e Feast Celestial, now hangs in the Chapel.
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Cambridge University Further Degrees and Awards
MB:   M E Chesterman, S A Forbes, S L Nethercott
PhD:    M K Chan, R S Chiam, G-T Chiang, P P K Chiu, K Clare, C J Forman, J 

A Hansell, Y-S Huang, L Leung, L C Pechey, D J Rossi, K Sanmugalingam, A 
Sriprakash, Q Sun, Y Sun, D Veldhuis, L Wang, J M S Wason, C P Watling, A 
Zachariadis

LLM:   K L Below, A L Cowley, D Hanna, Y K Zhu
MPhil:   P Alderman, R M Arancibia, J K Atwal, A Beverly, Z R Bignell, N D Blair, 

K Bojar, G Booth, I Cardinale, C Corsi, M Cote, D H Doyle, J R Faasse, L B F 
Finnegan, C E Gorman, S Gupta, K G Hambridge, J A Harris, T G Husby, D 
A D Jayamaha, L C C Jessop, P Kannan, Z Khimani, E Landerer, P I Leclerc, G 
Marchini Camia, S S Munasinghe, O Popa,  K J M Riordan, J J Sarralde Tassara, A 
J Sawyer, Y Shao, L K Smith, A M Souter, E M Souter, V A Sturman, S Tasselli, A 
Tranes, R T Tylecote, M L Udoff, P-H Wang, P F D Yung, W Zhao

MBA:   B Bottini, D P Kaminskiy, L Malmqvist, M Rao 
MSt:   D K W Tang

University Prizes for academic excellence in the Tripos 
Henry Arthur �omas Book Prize: 	 V K H. Foster
Henry Arthur �omas Travel Exhibition: 	 L Brock
John Stewart of Rannoch Scholarship: 	 V K H. Foster
�e Goldsmiths’ Prize and Medal: 	 G M I Mecklenburg

College Awards

Graduate Scholarships: 

M M Dunlop: G Ciotti; J E Cairnes: D Grufferty; Maria Luisa de Sanchez: F I Paddeu;
M T Meyer: A LoPumo, A J V Renton; Pfeiffer: E Landerer, E G Loukaides, J P 
McIntyre; E Sargent: W D Simonson; Stribling Award: C L Batchelor, A C Hall; Doris 
Woodall: A Anievas

Postgraduate Scholarships

John Bowyer Buckley: E S Addison, I P M Bayliss, T M Belither, L C Chambers, J D G 
Leach; Emily Davies: K Below; M T Meyer: S Bruellmann, T Chen, Y-P Tsoi  

Postgraduate Prize for Law

Jane Catherine Gamble: K Below

Postgraduate Prizes for Mathematics

Gertrude Mather Jackson: S Bruellmann, T Chen, Y-P Tsoi
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Postgraduate Prizes for Veterinary Medicine
Marion Bidder: T M Belither, L C Chambers; Ming Yang Lee: I P M Bayliss; Edith Neal: 
E S Addison, J D G Leach

Graduate Travel Awards: 
Kythe Waldram: G Ciotti; Sidney and Marguerite Cody Travelling Studentship: M Cenedese; 
Cohen Graduate Travel Award: J Gibson 

Undergraduate Scholarships

Sir Arthur Arnold: P Brook, A Kwiatowski, B J Metcalf, B S Miller, J W Nash, N 
Rudarakanchana, W K H Tan, M J Vroobel; Lilias Sophia Ashworth Hallett: S E Hewitt; 
Barbara Bodichon: E Bowen, E C Cooper, E Grierson, M F Herbst, D E Holland, R 
Langton, M-J Kang, D Kraljic, A C Reynolds, G D Rochez, C G Sandford, A A C 
Williams; John Bowyer Buckley: L Bates, E S Briolat, S Clayton, B Gaastra, M Higgs, J 
Lester, N Penfold, K Smallwood; Rosalind, Lady Carlisle: J Curtis Hayward, N R G Mead, 
M D Pilkington, A Robinson; Emily Davies: M A Blake, E R G Button, H R Davidson, 
E Downes, C S Lindberg, R Oldschool, C J Pacey, R Pavesi, S J Pollack, D Tysoe;  
Maria Degani: R M Tandy; Angela Dunn-Gardiner: D Daniel; Sir Francis Goldsmid: R 
J Elliott, O J Harris, M P Levenston; Mary Graham: R H Everness; Mary Gurney: V K 
H Foster; Mary Higgins: S J Denny, E Glover; Alice Violet Jenkinson: A C Hall, C J Nye; 
Edith Lydia Johns: C �orpe; Ellen McArthur: P A Brook, A H C Chan, E C Cooper, J 
Curtis Hayward, M-J Kang, N R G Mead, R Oldschool, S J Pollack; Todd Memorial: H 
Watson; M T Meyer: A J Appleton, D Ardickas, A Atminas, T Bachmann, E Bouaziz, J 
F Drake, E Jakobsons, C D Lazda, M Reich, S Shirrell, E P Stephens, A Stikonas; Mary 
Sparke: G M I Mecklenburg; Henry Tomkinson: A W-F Chan, A H C Chan, M F Ishaq, 
T J Ithell, N Koh, J N More, B Ramsay, E C Rowett, G Shanker, N O Wand; Sophia 
Turle: A Fort, C Kelly

Undergraduate Prizes

�érèse Montefiore Memorial Prize: not awarded
Laurie Hart Memorial Prize: C D Lazda, G M I Mecklenberg, S J Pollack
Ridding Reading Prize: A R Eades
Rima Alamuddin Prize: A A C Williams
Wrigley Prize:	 not awarded
Charlton Award in Medieval/Renaissance Literature: A C Reynolds
Hammond Science Communication Prize: O G  Timmis
Eileen Alexander Prize: H R Davidson
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Anglo-Saxon, Norse and Celtic
Jane Catherine Gamble: E Bowen 

Archaeology and Anthropology
Christina Barnard: D E Holland

Architecture
Isabella Crawshaw: T 
Ithell, G D Rochez
Jane Catherine Gamble: E Grierson

Chemical Engineering
Isabella Crawshaw: T J 
Ithell, W K H Tan 

Classics
Norah Jolliffe: V K H Foster 

Economics
Lilian Knowles: A W-F Chan, 
A H C Chan, M-J Kang
�omas and Elizabeth Walton: 
R Oldschool

Engineering
Isabella Crawshaw: M F Ishaq, A 
Kwiatowski, E C Rowett, G Shanker
Raemakers: B S Miller
Phyllis Tillyard: J W Nash, M J Vroobel

English
Charity Reeves: H R Davidson, S 
E Hewitt, N Koh, A C Reynolds, 
A Robinson, A A C Williams

Geography
Margaret Anderson: E R G Button, E C 
Cooper, J Curtis Hayward, O J Harris 
Janet Chamberlain: E C Cooper, O 
J Harris, B M Jones, A D Young

History
Margaret Hastings: R J 
Elliott, R Langton
Lilian Knowles: P Brook, N 
R G Mead, S J Pollack

Law
Jane Catherine Gamble: C J Pacey

Management Studies
Joan Robinson: B Ramsay

Mathematics
Gertrude Mather Jackson: A J Appleton, 
D Ardickas, A Atminas, T Bachmann, 
E Bouaziz, J F Drake, M Reich, S 
Shirrell, E P Stephens, A Stikonas
May Smithells: E Jakobsons, C D Lazda

Medical Sciences
Ellen Delf-Smith: E Glover 
Edith Neal: B Gaastra 
Phyllis Tillyard: C J Nye

Modern and Medieval Languages
Mary Ponsonby: R M Tandy, H Watson

Music
Christina Barnard: A Fort
Jane Catherine Gamble: C Kelly 

Natural Sciences (Biological)
Marion Bidder: E S Briolat, M Higgs
Ida Freund: N Penfold
Ming Yang Lee: J Lester
Edith Neal: L Bates
Ellen Delf Smith: S Clayton

Natural Sciences (Physical)
Layla Adib: M F Herbst, C 
S Lindberg, N O Wand
Gwendolen Crewdson: D Daniel, 
S J Denny, R H Everness, A C 
Hall, M P Levenston, G M I 
Mecklenburg, B J Metcalf, M D 
Pilkington, C G Sandford
Ida Freund: M A Blake, D Kraljic, 
J N More, R Pavesi, D Tysoe

Philosophy
Phyllis Tillyard : N Rudarakanchana 
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�eology & Religious Studies
J Y Gibson: E Downes

Veterinary Medicine
Edith Neal: K Smallwood,
�omas and Elizabeth Walton: C �orpe,

Music Awards:
Organ Scholarship: A Fort, C Kelly
College Music Scholarship: H Watson
London Girton Association Music 
Award: K G Hambridge	
Siem Music Prize: A Fort	

Jill Vlasto Choral Awards: 
E Button, L R Santinelli

Daphne Bird Instrumental Awards:
C Chen, K A Hughes, M J Leach, 
C Nelson, N R Rosa, R R Rosler, 
E P Stephens, J M Williams

Travel Awards:
College Travel Scholarship: D Burke, E R G Button, E S Maule; Adela Marion Adam 
Grant: A H C Chan; J K Brightwell Grant: R J Ayoob, R Coombs, J M Gerhards, A 
Goldenberg, R Graham, M J Hemmings, A G Russell, C Stocks, K J Tinslay; Dorothy 
Chadwick Award: L Walden; Judith Eccleshare Grant: K C J Bonham, S L Driver; Eileen 
Ellenbogen Award: O N Nzelu; Edith Helen Major Grant: A M Higginson, E Hopper, 
D Perrett; Mary Morrison Grant: C C E Daggett, A J Glasner, A S Kleinn, C J Miller; E 
M Pooley: R J Daboul; Charlotte Rycroft Award: J Fuhrmann, L Pryer;  Marina Shakich 
Grant: I K Alexander, K O Dokken, M F Ishaq, M McCarthy, L Morison; Sheila Spire: 
E A Kostalas; Dorothy Tempest Award: S Hutt, I C Pritchard; Monica Wilson Award: N 
Jaglom
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Poetry Group
�is year’s Poetry Group has been immense fun. �e group meets once fortnightly, 

after dinner, with wine, when poems written by members of the group– and based on 
(or ignoring) ‘prompts’ sent out earlier by the President – are discussed anonymously; at 
the end of the evening poets can reveal which work was theirs if they wish, though poets 
can remain anonymous.

�e group has been bolstered by a record number of first-year attendees, and at 
our first meeting of the year we had about twenty people present. Each meeting has 
been really rewarding, with consistently impressive poems (despite my often confusing 
prompts). It can be quite daunting to submit a poem, particularly as an undergraduate, 
and I hope everyone who has already attended continues to do so next year.

�e Poetry Group’s website has continued to be updated regularly by Stephen Robertson, 
who kindly set it up for us and acts as our webmaster. If you would like to see any of the 
poems, a link to the Poetry Group site can be found on the Girton College website.

One thing I have learnt from Poetry Group is that writing poetry doesn’t have to be a 
frightening prospect. Arts students spend all their time analysing the work of some of the 
best writers and thinkers of their ages; but actually, some of the most fruitful and lovely 
poems I have seen this year have come from Poetry Group – and from scientists as well as 
those in the humanities. �e advantage of anonymous submission means that each poem 
is judged on its own merits, rather than on any sort of assumption; and everyone at Poetry 
Group has been so accommodating to the poems we receive that I really think (or hope) 
that the discussions have been useful for the poets themselves. In February the first issue 
of a College poetry magazine, �e Tower, was produced and distributed free. We hope that 
this will become established as a regular publication in the new academic year.

I would like to thank everyone who has come to a meeting or submitted a poem this 
year, and I would also like to thank Sinéad Garrigan-Mattar for founding such a warm 
and thought-provoking society. Now five years old, it a great institution for Girton to 
have, and I wish it a long poetic future.

Abigail Williams, President

Monday Morning Early
I wake up to your razor. Your Sunday best tee
Is curled up on the floor while you fight with the stain
On your shirt, tucked in like a schoolboy’s. Diligently
Combing your hair flat in spite of the rain,
You stop at the door, see me – still in my nightie – 
Kiss me goodbye, and then run for the train.
I cherish these moments, these seconds of haste,
When your skin still smells of soap, and your breath tastes of toothpaste.

Eleanor Hardy
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in potentially modifiable factors such as diet and physical and mental activity could have 
a big impact.  Although dementia was an increasing problem, protective effects from 
education and from maintaining mental activity were well documented. 

Katharine Whitehorn, the former Observer journalist and current Agony Aunt of 
Saga magazine, provided valuable insights drawn from personal experience and from the 
talks and discussions during the day. It was clear that the idea that you retired just to read 
the newspaper in front of the fire was now outdated. In general from her experience at 
Saga magazine, it appeared that men were less good at the transition to ‘after the main 
career’ than women. She pointed out that most people needed to feel that they were 
doing something useful at least some of the time. In many ways the real challenge was 
to move to a more positive way of looking at the options open to us when the ‘main 
career’ had finished. But in return the ‘main career’ society needed to become better at 
differentiating between those who were simply older and those who were disabled; the 
two were often unhelpfully treated as a single group, yet could have very different needs. 
She ended by quoting Denis Healey on how politicians could cope with losing office:  
‘Every politician has to have a hinterland, and what you have there is the really important 
thing.’ She felt that this was good advice for those preparing for retirement as well as for 
those quitting politics. 

Catherine Tilley concluded the day’s proceedings by providing some messages for 
Girtonians from the day. From the papers, discussions and conversations during the 
breaks there were clearly many excellent role models amongst Girtonians for someone 
like her, still looking forward to this period of her life. She reiterated the feeling that the 
survey had produced, that at present there was no suitable road map for this period of 
life. �e social environment had changed so much that new thinking was needed, and it 
was important to avoid allowing preconceptions from the past to cloud this thinking. She 
proposed four key areas for consideration: financial; health; interests and contacts, and 
a willingness both to give and to receive. Networks and communities were particularly 
important to ensure that lack of mobility did not turn into social isolation. �is was a 
particularly important aspect to focus on because it bucked the trend in other social areas 
at present. 

She ended by returning to the need for a new word to reflect this period of life and 
suggested the Polish words for those of mature age: Emeryt (for a man) or Emerytka (for 
a woman) might provide a useful starting point.

In the discussion groups and the individual presentations from Girtonians numerous 
other important issues were addressed, and these will be dealt with in our fuller final 
report. But the day undoubtedly was both enjoyable and successful in identifying a 
number of areas where new thinking was needed. We would in particular like to thank 
Elizabeth Hughes for leading the small group that organised the event. �e Girton 
Project will be considering how best to take this forward over the next few months and 
any further thoughts from those at the Workshop or those unable to attend would be 
very gratefully received and should be sent to the Registrar of the Roll or to roll@girton.
cam.ac.uk 

Eileen Rubery and Deryn Watson



























































































































































girton college merchandise

A wide range of items is always available for sale at the Porters� Lodge.
Some can be obtained by mail order and these are listed on the order 
form overleaf. Below are some of the items that are new this year.

RIGHT
A soft toy representing Buster, 
the College cat, wearing a 
College sweater and scarf.

BELOW LEFT
Cotton socks in College colours; 
two di�erent designs: green and 
red, and green, red and white.

BELOW RIGHT
Fine cotton pyjama trousers, 
also in College colours.

BELOW LEFT Sterling silver College Shield cu�inks, in a presentation box. 
BELOW RIGHT Sterling silver College Shield lapel pin, in a velvet bag. 

�e design of the 
silver shield for 
both the cu�inks 
and lapel pin.





�e editor is extremely grateful for all the help received from Fay Faunch and the Editorial Committee. His and the 
Committee’s  thanks also to Gillian Jondorf (Moore 1956) and Susan Moore (1952) for copy editing, Cherry Hopkins 

(Busbridge 1959) for proof-reading and Vera Seal for early help with the text



�e Annual Review is printed on paper from sustainably-managed forests certified by the Programme 
for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC) that promotes environmentally appropriate and 

socially beneficial management of forests.

Printed by Burlington Press. www.burlingtonpress.co.uk


